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     Graham Correctional Center 

     Mother's Day worship at Graham Correctional Center started with a blast with the wind topping 65 mph.  The 
stark contrast of being inside with God's Word or outside with the worldly elements had all the makings of an effective 
parable.  Debbie Laughlin addressed the inmates with a message entitled “You can make a difference” leading the 
men through scripture to understand what God desires in a family and of those who form that family.  Fathers should 
lead, encourage, protect, and point their children to the Lord.  She specifically touched upon God's example of 
forgiveness for those who have been wronged by a parent or other family member.   Andy Ritchie followed Debbie to 
build upon her forgiveness challenge, scripturally showing that God has specifically given us the ministry of 
reconciliation, and how true forgiveness is only realized through accepting Jesus Christ.  When asked if anyone wanted 
to accept Christ as their personal savior, 15 men came forward to give their lives to the Lord.  Don was moved to hold 
a healing service for anyone with back problems after the altar call and many came forward to have a prayerful hand 

laid upon them.   

     Jim Helton spoke at the afternoon service from Exodus 3.  He challenged the men by asking how close do they 
want to come to God and what will it cost them to know God deeply.  Jim shared a part of his powerful testimony of 
God’s faithfulness.  Jim has been married five times.  While he was in prison, his wife at that time started divorce 
proceedings.  Jim wanted to save the marriage.  He also had a son, but had to give up his right to be see that son and 
he never saw him.  Several weeks ago, Marla found an on-line entry in Helton archives from the son he never knew. 
His son was looking for Jim and they were able to finally talk with each other over the phone.  The Lord used Jim to 
lead his son into the Kingdom of God.  The point of Jim’s testimony was to let God take care of it and wait on the Lord 
in obedience.  There is more waiting in the Bible than anything else.  We worship God even when we are not excited.  
He also talked about forgiveness from those family members who have hurt them.  Many men raised their hands 
signifying their desire to walk in forgiveness of past hurts from family members.  Mother’s Day was a remarkable day 

for the Graham inmates.    Submitted by Andy Ritchie and Don Cui 

Spiritual Fathers 

 For some Father’s Day is a bittersweet holiday.  My father died about 
27 years ago at a relatively young age.  Toward the end of his life he became a 
believer and I look forward to seeing him in heaven someday.  I am thankful for 
the spiritual fathers God brought into my life when I was a young believer.  
Pastor CC Harris is one who believed in me when no one else did.  He took me 
with him on visitations, included me in family events, and encouraged me to 

pursue God’s call on my life. 

 A great number of those incarcerated have had absentee fathers or no 
positive nurturing from their fathers.  It is imperative for the many new 
believers being released from prison to have spiritual fathers or mothers in 

their lives.  Many of these young men and women will not live victorious lives without a spiritual father to 

disciple them. 

 The apostle Paul referred to himself as a spiritual father to many.  “For though you may have 
10,000 instructors in Christ, you do not have many fathers; . . . in Christ I have begotten you through the 

gospel” (I Corinthians 4:14-17). 

 I implore you to be a spiritual father/mother to those who may be released from prison and attend 
your church.  Spiritual fathering requires time.  Jesus spent time with His disciples.  Consider this acrostic 

on spiritual fathering. 

 T – TOGETHER.  Jesus and Paul spent time together with their spiritual children.  Don’t just spend 

time with them at church but also at dinner, parties, and doing ministries. 

 I – INSTRUCTION.  We teach by the Word and example. (Acts 20:25-36) 

 M – MODEL.  Jesus taught much my modeling.  He modeled faith, prayer, and the fruit of the 

Spirit.  He modeled how to minister in the power of the spirit.  (Acts 20:25) 

 E – ENCOURAGE.  Spiritual sons and daughters need encouragement not criticism or judging. 

 Pray that God will enable you to be a spiritual father/mother.  It will be worth the sacrifice and an 

eternal blessing to many! 

Shalom, 

Cliff Sanders 



Phone: (217)728-8775 
Cell: (217)855-7799 
Fax: (217)728-8775 

E-mail: rtjprisonministry@yahoo.com 
Web: www.releasethroughjesus.org 

Release Through Jesus Prison Ministry 
PO Box 103 

Sullivan, IL  61951 

Upcoming speaking engagements: 

June 1st—Church of God, Lovington, IL 

June 8th—Fourth Street Methodist Church,  

   Shelbyville, IL 

June 22nd—Church of the Nazarene, Casey, IL 

August 3rd—FCC, Mattoon, IL 
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RELEASE THROUGH JESUS PRISON MINISTRY    

  

This ministry dedicates its time and resources to reaching those incarcerated by  lifting up Jesus through 
praise, bringing His healing to the wounded and brokenhearted, deliverance to those in bondage to Satan, 
and seeing that the men and women hide God’s word in their hearts through Bible study. 

Prison Service Schedule  Prison Bible Study Schedule 

1st Sunday  - Vandalia    Monday PM - Decatur  

1st Sunday - Taylorville   Monday - Taylorville 

2nd Saturday - Big Muddy  Tuesday PM - Decatur 

2nd Sunday - Graham   Thursday PM -Taylorville 

3rd Sunday, AM - Decatur CC Thursday PM - Centralia 

4th Sunday, AM - Taylorville 

4th Sunday, PM  -  Decatur CC 

4th Sunday, PM - Taylorville 

Lincoln & Centralia—6 X  year 




