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Dear Faithful Partner,

God is doing such great things in the pristoy. nGoing into county jails [Willcoming speaking engagements:
be a priority for 2009. | was in a countysgiashnorning with a friend wholfs a
ex-deputy sheriff. Ex-Con, Ex-Sheriff...werbadting singing carols with | New Beginnings Church, Feb 15
men an women and giving them gift bags. '

We have gained ground in all areas infZ0@8vefe approximately 600 sal| oakland Christian Churct Feb 22
tions & we have gained financially because reesgding the need and join
forces with us through offerings and volunteers. Full Gospel Business Me: arch

We are scheduling churches to share vdhand2@re already into May.
transitional house for women is coming aloWeweill be interviewing for ffares S & eren
overseer soon. So many individuals and chuechefpled. Just today a teac
who is retired said she would love to come hotes¢éhand help with educat|
skills. Pray for us as we continue to reachdiwasgated. We could not do [ jerseyville Nazarene ~ May 17
without you.

Northside Christian April 19

Carlinville Nazarene May 31

Founder RTJ
Jim Helton

Graham Correctional Center Update

Don, Bill, and Andy minister to approximatilyidiiais every Monday night with
John Bevere's boB&it of Satabeing the current course of study. This time is
bringing forward heartfelt prayer before clamsdtimgpiring intellectual discus-
sions during class time. The heartfelt thaekisfoffeur coming to meet with
them faithfully, especially with icy and treacbatbwonditions, truly demol
strates how strong God's presence is in ourapdsbas much fruit is growin
behind bars. Beyond a doubt, RTJ is winnifgy soelsord and equipping ot
prison population with effective tools to sligcesstier society and stay there!
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Inmate Testimonies....
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President Lincoln’s Bible

When asked who in the history of the @isedhStgreatest president was, most woultesayesitge Washington or Abraham
Lincoln. Both Washington and Lincoln belfexedwet of prayer. Abraham Lincoln had a de¢ipradon the Bible and a belief in the
power of the Word of God. His use of scripnotowsagived, but what was in him flowedrally imatis speech and writing. Lincoln
said, “I believe the Bible is the best giftdHasGaver given to man. All the good froniahef3ae world is communicated to us
through this Book. | have been driven mamyrtignksdes by the overwhelming convictiordthathese else to go.”.

In an address to the Wisconsin StataifgB8aaglety in 1859 Abraham Lincoln illustratefibtimel and tempering effect change can
have on us. He told of an eastern monarch witi® gaweselors an assignment to come up thitthat twould apply to all times and
situations. After careful consideration, tmsdreith this sentence, “And this too shallgasslancoln said, “How chastening in the
hour of pride and how consoling in the hactiaf.affl

Centuries before, the Apostle John madeetpeiss “And the world is passing away astd ttiétjuut he who does the will of God
abides forever.” Things change but Jesus gavearsstant, “Heaven and earth shall pass amaybrds
shall not pass away” (Matthew 25:34).

| take heart from a monument in a fielgy leanem“He is no failure who makes God’'s Wurd Keepy
sowing the seed of God’s Word!

Shalom,
Cliff Sanders
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Taylorville Correctional Center

RTJ has a continuous stream of more than 30airensteading Thursday night Bible studiesevEnése
studies begin with prayer, scripture readingsissachnd worship songs based upon each réaling.
Bevere'$ionor's Rewarsl the current course of stlithynor's Rewavwehs especially applicable in the prison
setting during Christmas because of the Chigsynmdisalvation and the commandment of honorothers

and fathers, an act that is commonly difficultrizeite because of personal experiences. tivdéseynoén are

on fire for the Lord and all are hungry to kimath .Hidany seeds are being planted for lzofurtifel harvest
indeed!

Andy Ritchie

Graham Correctional Center

Don and Andy attended the afternoon worship
service on Sunday, December 14. Many seats
were empty, which is unusual for these worship
services. Depression is prevalent during and
immediately after the Christmas season and this
is certainly a contributing factor to the empty
seats. Andy provided a message about Christ
our Savior in the form of an inductive Bible study
and 18 men stood for the altar call to either
surrender themselves to the Lord or rededicate
themselves to His Word. What a glorious bless-
ing it is to see prisoners reaching out to the

Lord. )
George and Tami Burns

George and Tami Burns Great Asset to RTJ

If you would like to receive George is the owner of Burns Plumbing andrHeatiatyi. He is on our Board
your newsletter by email of Directors and also teaches Purpose Dritehé ifayorville Prison. He also
shares his testimony as to what God broughohgeveual years ago. We are
thankful for his wife Tami, who supports Gebrjpsaimddifferent ways in the
ministry. Here intercessory praying is suctt smR3$d. George and Tami are

217-728-8775 or members of Woodland Chapel Presbyterian Cluigehal&eworks with the
rtjprisonministry@yahoo.com Great Banquet.

instead of regular mail please

contact the office at

Jim
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Prison Services
1st Sunday
Vandalia
Taylorville
2nd Saturday
Big Muddy
2nd Sunday
Graham
3rd Sunday
Decatur
Taylorville
4th Sunday
Decatur
Taylorville

Prison Bible Studies
Monday
Decatur
Taylorville

Thursday
Centralia

Taylorville

Saturday
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This Ministry dedicates its time and resourcegaching
those incarcerated by lifting up Jesus throughserabring-
ing His healing to the wounded and brokenheartdied-
ance to those in bondage to Satan, and seeinghbahen
and women hide God’s word in their hearts throtlgle B
study.

Decatur Work Release Ce¢nter

Lincoln & Centralia—quarlterly
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